
Rainhill Civic Society 

Response to St Helens Council Local Plan Draft Proposal Submission 2020-2035 

Rainhill Civic Society is a local amenity society founded over 50 years ago in Rainhill. One of its 
aims is the preservation and enhancement of the township of Rainhill. The society has 
approximately 300 members and works with the local community, the Parish Council and other 
groups to make Rainhill an enjoyable place to live. This response has been collated by the 
Society’s Planning Sub-committee and has been approved and minuted by the full Committee of 
the Society.


Policy LPA02 

The Society objects to the releasing of land from the Green Belt after 2035, also known as  
‘safeguarding’. The Society agrees that any form of new development on Green Belt land is 
inappropriate and should only be considered in exceptional circumstances, in accordance with 
Section 13: Protecting Green Belt Land of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2019). 
The 3HS site lies within Flood Zone 2 and Flood Zone 3 and the removal of this green space is 
likely to increase the risk of flooding in the area due to existing surface water drainage issues and 
flooding from the brook. The ‘safeguarding’ of 3HS and potential future development will have 
adverse impacts on biodiversity. The 3HS site is home to several specifies of flora and fauna, 
including up to 13 protected species, which are likely to be threatened by future development.


Policy LPA05 & Appendix 7 

The Society objects to Policy LPA05 and Appendix 7, which outline the Council’s aim for 486 
dwellings per annum across the Borough and 956 units for the safeguarded 3HS site. Housing 
requirements outlined in Table 4.5 and Table 4.6 lack consistency. Table 4.6 illustrates a 
requirement for 7,245 houses which equates to an additional 1,437 houses and approximately 57 
hectares of land as opposed to the 288 hectares as outlined in Table 4.5. Furthermore, the Local 
Plan does not acknowledge the availability of brownfield land to accommodate for 5,808 houses, 
as outlined on St Helens Council brownfield register. There has been a decline in the Borough’s 
local population since 1981, and so the need for additional housing in the area is unjustified. The 
decline of industries in St Helens since the mid-1980s suggests that income-based salaries to 
purchase property come from outside of 3HS and the Borough. 


New housing development has the potential to further increase the strain on local resources such 
as schools, hospitals, doctors and dental surgeries which are currently struggling with demand. 
With the assumption of two cars per household, housing development will have detrimental 
impacts on public health due to increased air pollution from personal and commercial road 
vehicles. As outlined in section 8.27, air pollution in St Helens Borough is higher than the national 
average with high numbers of cardiovascular and respiratory disease in adults and children. 
Between 2013-2015, approximately 51.9 deaths per 1,000 occurred in St. Helens from respiratory 
diseases under the age of 75, compared with the national average of 33.1. To the east of 3HS, 
Thatto Heath is the second highest area affected in St Helens. These numbers are likely to 
increase as a result of new development. 


The introduction of increased road traffic will add further strain and congestion on local 
communication routes such as Warrington Road (A57), the only A-road through Rainhill, Rainhill 
Road (B5413) including Skew Bridge, Portico Lane (B5201) / Prescot Road junction which are 
currently at capacity according to St Helens Council. Increased traffic will also impact small 
resident estates and minor B and C roads including Two Butt Lane, Kendal Drive Estate (Rainhill), 
Royal Oak Estate (Whiston), Mill Lane, View Road, Stoney Lane, Blundells Lane, Longton Lane 
and Holt Lane. 


As a statutory body, Sports England objected to the Stage 1 Local Plan due to the change of use 
of Eccleston Park Golf Club (3HS). The Council has an obligation to address such objections from 
statutory bodies either as being resolved or upheld. St Helens Council should provide compelling 
evidence for over subscription of the golf creational facilities in the local area which is still 
awaited.




Policy LPA06 

NPPF outlines the importance of Green Belt and its protection to prevent urban sprawl and the 
merging of neighbouring towns (NPPF, 134). The Society acknowledges the importance of all 
Green Belt sites, including Eccleston Park Golf Club (3HS) and therefore objects to its 
‘safeguarding’ for the future. The potential for re-development at 3HS after 2035 will remove the 
only Green Belt / Open Green space remaining between the areas of Rainhill, Eccleston Park, 
Whiston, Nut Grove and Thatto Heath. The loss of 3HS will ultimately have adverse environmental, 
social and economic impacts on Rainhill, the wider borough and its residents. In the case of the 
Local Plan, no Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been issued with neighbouring 
authorities.


Planning Sub-committee on behalf of Rainhill Civic Society 


